
October 3, 1938 

Dr. Rut: T, Gross 
Associate Professor in Pediatrics 
Stanford University Schooi of Medicine 
San Francisco 15, California 

Pear Of. Gross: 

Heving seen your very cordial letter of September 29, and the accompanying 
material (which 1 was delighted to hav8) 1 en, sure you would have a splendid and 
fruitful time with Cave11 I and vies v8rsa. B8tween aurseivles, we would be very 
pleased to hav8 him in our own department, though there unhsppl I y seems 1 i ttle 
prospect of thi s just now, so we can do the, next best thing, ?4ahomet44ountain 
style. With the biochsmicai background you already have, it seems to me you’d 
best learn what mre you’d need in that field by actually doing it, and where 
could yoti get: LPoEter backing in It than at Stanford after KQrnb8tg arrives? 

The reason 1 would recommend Caval 1 i to you is the breadth of his approach 
to human genetics. His biometry is as sound as you could find, but his basic 
interfssts are experimental, so you won’t be bored by it. And one has to feet the 
fact that an irreducible mlnimun of pedigree analysis is still essential in humsn 
genetics, But you wona t find biochemical research as profound as K8lckar or 
Hor8cker’s* The Mrdinian problem you mention may not be so narrow, and you 
would face the problem of trying to account for the persistence of the gene in 
Hadi terranean populations, presmabiy through some advantap of the heterozygote. 
1 am sure you could get the necessary f8ci i i ties at MI ian for the anti 1 lsry 
biochemical studies relevant to such a project. 

&me woui d be a waste of time, unhappi iy. I feel the same way about i t. 

Harry Harris at London would be a very strong bet indeed - if you811 look 
et his i ittle book %I lntroductlon to Mwn Biochemicel GeM!tics” (pubi lshed as 
8 Eugenics taboratory knoirs; XXXVII, Gal ton taboratory) you’ll see what I man. 
His main interest now is fn minoaciduria (e.g., Brit. Hed. Bull, 1957, 13 (I): 
26-M) and he is at the bpartment of Biochemistry, London Hospital %dicei 
london E.I.) Your preference for the Italian air would be enough to tip the 

College, 

bal ante 

I 8m hoping the NIH Study Section will meet at Stenford in January end give 
me a chance to met you then, if not sooner. 

Yours sincerely, 

Joshua Lede rberg 
Professor of Medicsi Genetics 


